
Journey



Teaching High School Students

Making connections between our elders and our youth

Claire Barlow of Sheffield

and 

Sheldon Fenn of Monterey 



CHP and Shelly Brooks

South County Community Coalition 

Working with our South County Youth

Various projects connecting youth to our community                 

The Scrapbook project

The Veterans History Project



The Sheffield Historical Society

Oral History recordings of Sheffield residents



The Veterans History Project



Our  sponsors 



Our participants

Sheffield Senior Center, Kimball 
Farms, Mount Everett Regional

High School, Monument Mountain 
Regional High School, The Library 

of Congress and most

importantly, our Veterans !



The Library of Congress

The Veterans History Project of the 
American Folklife Center collects, 
preserves, and makes accessible the 
personal accounts of American war 
veterans so that future generations 
may hear directly from veterans and 
better understand the realities of war.



The story can be told......



The students

Monument Mountain Regional

Sam Capeless    Kiana Estime   Wilson Kaplan

Kevin Hoctor   Alice Curtin  Ava Naylor   Neshamah Stearns

Mount Everett Regional

Max Lowenstein Michaela White   Alexander Valentini

Madison Ryan  Melissa Abbott  Kristen Wolfe

Victoria Aldam    Hannah Herrick Colin Blume Ben Webb

Kosta Cassivant   Taylor Garrett



The Veterans WWII to present day

Dale Alden   Howard Swanson  Dick Magenis  Frank Clarke 

Tom Tighe   Rob Derwitsch   Arthur Hastedt George Ryan

Don Victor   Fred Harwood   Peter Martin   Fred Speyrer

Denis O'Connor Jr.   Al Soto   John O'Donnell

Bernardine Deutsch Handler    William Montgomery

Edward A. VanDyke   Patricia Kirby   Craig Kirby

Herman Harry Franklin    Herman Tyrone(Ty) Belanger



WWII

1941-1945 (American involvement only)

Inter-State War

Germany,Japan & Italy



William Montgomery-Navy 42-46 
Herman Harry Franklin-Army 



Bernardine D. Handler-WAC 44-46
Ed A. VanDyke-Air Force 41-70

¸ State the intended goal



Korean War

1950-1953

Inter-State War

North Korea and China



Art Hastedt-Army 45-46 WWII
then enlisted for Korean War 



Cold War

1945-1991

Global Inter-State Cold War

The Soviet Union and Communist China



Howard Swanson-Navy 55-59
Dick Magenis-Army 62-64



Don Victor-Air Force 52-74



Frank Clarke-Coast Guard 61-67
Fred Harwood-Army 62-65



George Ryan-Airforce 52-56
Peter Martin-Army 53-56



Vietnam War

1956-1975

Civil war,Inter-State war

North Vietnam & South Vietnamese ñViet Congò rebels



Al Soto-Army 66-82
Fred Speyrer-Army 63-65



Tom Tighe-Navy 68-72



Herman Ty Belanger-USMC 64-67
Dale Alden-Army 62-64



Persian Gulf War

1991

Inter-State War

Iraq



Craig Kirby -Army Resv. 83-91
Patricia Kirby-Army Resv. 82-86



Iraq War

2003-2011

Inter-State War

Iraq



Denis O'Connor-Army 86-93



John O'Donnell 
Army National Guard 84-06



Afghanistan War 

2001-present

War against Terrorism

The Taliban and Osama bin Laden's Al-Qaida organization



Rob Derwitsch-Army 82-86
Army National Guard 95-11 



Questions we asked.....

Did you enlist or were you drafted?

Do you remember your first day?

Do you remember boot camp, how did you get through it ?

Did you receive any special training ?



Questions we asked...

What was your job or assignment?

Did you see combat?

Tell me about a couple of your most memorable experiences.

Were you awarded any medals or citations?



Questions asked....

How did you stay in touch with your family?

Did you feel pressure or stress?

How did you entertain yourself ?

Did you travel while you were in the service?



Questions asked......

What did you think of your officers or fellow soldiers?

Did you keep a personal diary?

Do you recall the day your service ended?

What did you do in the days and weeks after your service ended?



Questions asked....

Did you work or go back to school?

Did you make any close friendships while in the service?

What did you go on to as a career after the war?

How did your service and experiences 
affect your life?



Colin, Al , Victoria



Ava, Bernie,Neshamah



Dale, Melissa, Taylor



Wilson, Sam, Kevin
Herman



Madison,Don,Hannah



Denis, Ben



Melissa,Dick, Taylor



Howard, Melissa, Taylor



Alice,Ed,Kiana



Hannah,Tom,Madison



Wilson,Sam,Kevin
Craig, Patricia



Fred, Michaela,Kristen



Madison,George,Hannah



Peter, Michaela,Kristen



Victoria,John



Reflections

Lessons learned

Outcomes-intended and unintended

Where do we go from here?


